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The UEFA European Championship 2024 is set to be a 
historic spectacle, marking the 17th edition of the 
tournament. Hosted by three-time winners Germany, the 
championship will kick off on June 14 and span 22 
matchdays, culminating in the final on July 14 at Berlin’s 
Olympiastadion. With 51 matches scheduled, fans can look 
forward to intense competition across 10 iconic stadiums, 
including those in Munich, Dortmund, and Stuttgart, 
ensuring a festival of football that promises to captivate 
audiences worldwide.

Adding to the excitement and nostalgia, EURO 2024 might 
be the last opportunity for fans to witness some of 
football’s legendary figures on the international stage. 
Icons like Germany’s Toni Kroos, Croatia’s Luka Modric, and 
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo are likely making their final 
appearances in this prestigious tournament.

On the other hand, EURO 2024 will also showcase the rise of 
a new generation of football stars, suggesting a changing of 
the guard in European football. Young talents such as 
England’s Jude Bellingham, Germany’s Florian Wirtz, and 
Spain’s Lamine Yamal (the youngest player at EURO 2024) 
will all have the chance to shine on this grand stage.

In Football Benchmark’s guide to EURO 2024, we delve into 
squad values, identify the most valuable players, highlight 
young stars to watch, analyze player workload data, explore 
social media analytics, and much more. This 
comprehensive guide will provide insights and statistics to 
enrich the experience of fans and analysts alike, offering a 
deeper understanding of the factors that could shape the 
outcome of this highly anticipated event.
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The revenue dynamics of the UEFA European Championship 
tournaments have exhibited notable fluctuations over the 
years. Particularly, there was a substantial surge in revenue 
from the 2012 Euros compared to the 2020 edition. The 
tournament’s income is predominantly driven by four key 
sources. The most significant of them is broadcasting and 
media revenue, with highly coveted matches allowing UEFA 
to secure a considerable portion of the overall revenue 
through broadcasting fees. Additionally, commercial rights 
represent a vital secondary income stream. Ticket sales 
and hospitality fees from these sought-after matches 
further bolster the tournament’s financial intake. This 
multifaceted revenue structure underscores the 
importance of strategic financial planning in ensuring the 
tournament’s continued growth and success.

The total expenses for the UEFA European Championship 
have grown exponentially alongside rising revenues. 
Notably, the 2012 edition featured only 16 teams, resulting 
in significantly lower expenses compared to subsequent 
tournaments. Key expense components include 
competition costs, distribution fees, and solidarity 
payments, all of which contribute to the overall financial 
outlay of the event.

National teams participating in the UEFA Euros receive an 
initial participation fee. Additionally, performance-based 
monetary incentives are distributed to the federations. 
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There are significant differences in squad market values among the 24 nations competing in the UEFA 
European Championship 2024. The market value is often a good proxy to understand the strength of each 
squad. When considering the top 18 most valuable players from each nation’s final squad, England leads with an 
impressive €1,382 million, while the nation with the lowest squad value is Romania, at €78.1 million. Only three 
squads surpass the €1 billion mark: England, France, and Portugal, while the average squad value stands at 
€471.5 million. It will be interesting to see whether the cohesion of a squad or the individuals’ qualities will be 
the deciding factor during the tournaments’ matches. 
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Kylian Mbappé headlines the EURO 2024 as the most valuable player, valued by 
Football Benchmark at a staggering 244 million euros after his high-profile transfer 
to Real Madrid from Paris Saint-Germain. RB Leipzig and Manchester City contribute 
four and three MVPs to the list respectively. Of the 24 MVPs, 11 play in the English 
Premier League, 5 in Serie A, 5 in the German Bundesliga, 2 in Ligue 1, and 1 in 
LaLiga; none of them ply their trade outside Europe’s „Big Five” leagues. The 
combined total market value of the 24 MVPs is 1.865 billion euros.
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The tournament promises to showcase an exciting crop of young talents. Among the U21 players to watch, 
Real Madrid’s Jude Bellingham stands out as the most valuable, with a market value of 187.8 million euros. The 
list includes 15 standout players, with five in LaLiga, three in the Premier League, and two in Liga Portugal. 
Notably, ten of these players feature on the European Golden Boy Top 100 list as of June 2024. Together, they 
have a combined market value of 702 million euros, underscoring their potential to light up the tournament and 
the future of European football.
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Throughout the EURO 2024, players competing for the title face a gruelling schedule, with matches every 
fourth day on average. This tight timeframe demands that teams expertly balance recovery, tactical 
preparation, and potential travel between games. The intense schedule places significant strain on players, 
heightening the risk of fatigue and injury. Many participants, especially those who reached the latter stages of 
club competitions or played in cup finals, have already endured over 50 matches this season. We have 
selected five players – one from each of Europe’s ”Big Five” leagues – to highlight the minutes and number of 
games they played in the 2023/24 season before EURO 2024. The challenge of sustaining peak performance 
amid this demanding schedule remains formidable. Maintaining fitness and form will be crucial for teams
aspiring to lift the coveted trophy.
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EURO 2024 isn’t just about on-pitch action; social media buzz plays a 
significant role, too. Leading the top 10 most followed players of the 
tournament, Cristiano Ronaldo boasts an astonishing 920 million followers, 
with Kylian Mbappé at 149 million and Toni Kroos at 95 million. Germany shines 
with three stars on this list (Kroos, Neuer, and Müller), while France claims 
two places (Mbappé and Griezmann). Bayern München is the club with the 
most players on the list, while notably, four of the top 10 players played in 
LaLiga during the 2023/24 season.

The most popular national team on social media is France (44.6M), followed 
by England (42.8M), Portugal and host nation Germany.
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Several high-profile players are notably absent 
from the UEFA European Championship 2024, 
whether due to representing nations that didn’t 
qualify, injuries, or not making their national 
final squads. Among the 15 most valuable players 
according to Football Benchmark, Erling Haaland 
is the number one name. Sadly, not only will one 
of Europe’s top marksmen not grace the EUROs, 
but neither will his fellow countryman Martin 
Ødegaard.
 
Injuries have also deprived the tournament of 
several key stars who would likely be in their 
national squads, including Barcelona trio Gavi, 
Frenkie de Jong, and Alejandro Balde.
 
Three high-profile English players - Marcus 
Rashford, Jack Grealish, and James Maddison 
- didn’t make the final squad for England. 
Additionally, other top-tier players missing from 
the tournament include Serge Gnabry, Thibaut 
Courtois, Mats Hummels, Reece James, Harry 
Maguire, or David Alaba.
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